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This is the very reason, M. Monod has told us, that
modern atheism does not cease to be religious.

Victor Hugo explained before Wilfrid Monod1 that
he "who did not believe in God, one and triune,
listening to harps, jealous and vengeful, was never-
theless a true believer, while the priests who taught
God were atheists/7 And, for the reason that the
man who desires and works for justice, is a religious
man.

An atheist, to use the term as generally applied,
would therefore be wrong to incriminate the aims of a
religion that leads the simple-minded toward the
heights attained by the elect of lay thought, just as
true believers would commit a serious error against
the higher interests of humanity by attacking in any
way, except by persuasion, the deep and painful
sorrowful convictions that deprive certain anxious
and troubled souls of all repose in beliefs.

Sincere faith, moreover, has for its inevitable
counterpart no less sincere doubt.

The salvation of religious faith lies in the reciprocal
tendencies these two antinomies have to combat.
The radiance of faith would pale singularly if it could
not be opposed to incredulity. The latter, in its turn,
draws its strength from the shock it receives from the
ardours of faith. The beneficent balance of mankind
requires the coexistence of these two factors. Their
time-honoured and inevitable companionship renders
reciprocal tolerance possible and necessary.

Persecutions and martyrology have never been able
to destroy the development of the free mind, but no
jeering at dogmas will ever conquer the need of faith
in our hearts.

1 Wilfrid Monod, Aux croyants et aux athees.